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Summary of Life Histories 
An Oral Interview with: Mamie Jenkins 
Date of interview: November 28, 1998 
Conducted and Transcribed by: Shelley Williams 
Mamie Jenkins, a ninety-three year old woman today, grew up on a farm off the Mud River in 
Lincoln County, West Virginia. She grew up with nine siblings and her parents in a predominantly white 
town. Her mother was a housekeeper,, while her father took care of the farm by raising corn and tobacco. 
She would make extra money by helping those sick or having a baby. Her childhood experiences consist of 
going up in the mountains to pick some mountain tea and playing outdoors in West Virginia. She only 
went to school during the eighth grade, since there wasn't a way to get there. All her siblings went to 
school, except herself and her step-brother. She wasn't conscious of her Appalachian identity or ethnicity; 
however, her interview was clearly a part of the Appalachian culture. In the year 1932, she came to 
Huntington, West Virginia and went to work in a Laundry Blue department. Then in the year 1963, the 
Laundry Blue department closed down and she went to a laundry mat to work until the age of 71. She 
spent most of her life working hard and she had a very good life. She never saw racial or gender 
discrimination within her life while working at her job. Everyone was treated equal in her eyes within her 
own family and the outside world. She never had any children, but she was married. Her feelings about 
West Virginia are all positive and she would never want to live anywhere else. Today she has spent three 
years residing in the Nursing and Rehabilitation Center in Huntington, West Virginia. 
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TAPE #1 
SUBJECT: LIFE HISTORIES 
AN ORAL INTERVIEW WITH: MAMIE JENKINS 
CONDUCTED BY: SHELLEY WILLIAMS 
DATE OF INTERVIEW: NOVEMBER 28, 1998 
TRANSCRIPTIONISTffYPIST: SHELLEY WILLIAMS 
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Mamie: You can close that book up if you want to. ( a puzzle book) 
Shelley: Oh o.k. Hopefully it'll record. (Laugh) First, just discuss your life 
history from childhood. 
Mamie:Whathoney? 
Shelley: Discuss your life history, like history about your childhood when 
you were growing up and your ... (Interruption from Mamie) 
Mamie: Well, I lived on a farm and I worked everyday on the farm and we 
raised corn and tobacco and whatever. (Laugh) And well I don't know what 
else. 
Shelley: You can tell your age ... (lnterruption from Mamie) 
Mamie: You have my age down? 
Shelley: And where you're from? 
Mamie: I'm 93 years old and been in the nursing home for six years. 
(Nursing and Rehabilitation Center located in Huntington, WV) 
Shelley: And your name? 
Mamie: Mamie Jenkins. 
Shelley: Do you have any like interesting childhood experiences? 
Mamie: You mean, What honey? 
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Shelley: Childhood experiences like interesting? 
Mamie: When I was a child, yeah, oh yeah. 
Shelley: Do you want to describe some childhood experiences like? Can you 
describe some or your sisters, siblings, family? 
Mamie: Oh, there are ten in the family. Four boys and six girls. 
Shelley: During schooling was there segregation of blacks and whites? 
Mamie:Whathoney? 
Shelley: Segregation of blacks and whites, like can you discuss that, during 
school from like your grade school, eighth grade. 
Mamie: My brother was a school teacher and he taught me one year of 
school. 
Shelley: Do you? Can you talk about Segregation of blacks and whites? 
Like personal feelings, experiences you had while growing up? 
Mamie: When I was a kid. Oh yeah. I have a lot of experiences. (Laugh) 
Shelley: Well, we have a lot of time. (Laugh) 
Mamie: Oh well when I was a kid we all gathered up and played and we go 
to church and Sunday school on Sunday. And even then was a bunch 
gathered at my home, we all played ball and just things like that, but my 
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Mamie: brother taught me in one year in school. 
Shelley: Do you know anything about? Do you identify yourself as being 
Appalachian? 
Mamie: What do you mean about being Appalachian? 
Shelley: Like living around here in WV, like coal mining and around this 
area .. 
Mamie: No, I don't know anything about coal mining, now we lived on a 
farm. Of course, we farmed and but I don't know anything about coal 
mining. No we didn't have that. We lived on Mud River. Do you know 
where Mud River is at? (Shelley nods no.) Well, we lived six miles below 
East Tameron on Mud River. And we all had a good time playing all of us 
and there was ten of us kids. You got that didn't you? (Shelley replies yes.) 
And my daddy was married twice. Yeah, and I was four years old when he 
got married the last time. And there was all went to school but me and my 
stepbrother. And we has a old wood fire and he made him a cigar out of 
paper and I make me one out of a fire. 
Shelley: So do you? Are you conscious of your own ethnicity? 
Mamie:Whathoney? 
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Shelley: Ethnicity, like your own ethnicity, have of Appalachian? 
Mamie: What do you mean by that? 
Shelley: Ethnicity, is its like where you come from ... (Interruption by 
Mamie, "Where I..." your own personal experiences throughout life. 
Mamie: Where I was from? I'm from Lincoln County. 
Shelley: Lincoln County, can you tell me about Lincoln County? 
Mamie: Well, everybody was a farmer and lots of them worked for the 
public, but there wasn't very many of them. Lots of them farmed. Then 
when I went, I came to Huntington in '32 and I went to work at Standard 
_(?)_ Marina up on Fifth Avenue in 1939. And when I went to work made, 
got, made twenty eight cents an hour. And we worked like men. We had 
shove hedges and shovels and there was laundry blue department, we 
finished up the laundry blue to get sent out and we mixed the blue and 
everything for our laundry blue. Then in '63 they shut the apartment down 
and then I had to go to a laundry mat and work and that was work. Yeah, 
you carry wet clothes all day long, eight hours, its hard. I worked hard all 
my life. 
Shelley: Do you? Did you see any like differences in like the roles of 
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women Shelley: and men, people in your work place? 
Mamie:Whathoney? 
Shelley: Like the your difference like the women and men and how they 
were treated, so forth and so on? 
Mamie: Where I worked at, they were always treated good, everyone, 
everybody, women were treated like men and men were treated like women. 
It was a good place to work. 
Shelley: So you didn't see any discrimination or anything? 
Mamie: No, even colored people worked there. 
[pause] 
Shelley: Did you [pause]? So all races and all women, men, they all worked 
there, so there was like no kind of like general or specific jobs for specific 
people or was it all like same opportunities? In the job force? 
Mamie: Yeah, yeah. 
Shelley: So everyone did every job and there was like people ... Well, how 
did your family, their specific roles in the family like during holidays, 
family traditions? 
Mamie: My family? Now what do you want to know about it? 
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Shelley: Just about the relationships, traditions, rituals, you understand? 
(Laugh) 
Mamie: No, I can't understand what you mean. 
Shelley: Like families like there roles, specific roles, like a tradition like a 
dinner thing? Did the women cook and the men do another duty or do you 
like understand me? 
Mamie: No, just the same. 
Shelley: Do you have any feelings about war? 
Mamie: Experience about war? Well, yeah. Back in World War II going 
on well we'd all bunched up and go to church, somewhere and make cancer 
pads for, I mean pads you know bandage I call it, for the soldier boys. And 
then in World War II, I had a brother and a nephew got wounded in WW II. 
Shelley: Can you explain the peoples feeling about war around you? 
Mamie: What honey? 
Shelley: Like feelings about war that was around you at that time during 
WWII. 
Mamie: And I had two, aunt and uncle had 2 people, 2 children of same 
family went, but I had nephew went to WW II. And then I had some that 
7 
Mamie: was in_(?)_ War and Vietnam War and all that. 
Shelley: Did the family send you letters like your nephew during the war? 
Mamie:Whathoney? 
Shelley: During the war, did your nephew send you letter? Did you have 
contact? 
Mamie: Did we have contact with him? Oh yeah, we got my brother I mean 
his family got letters from him and then he got wounded they shift him back 
here to Baltimore, Maryland. 
[pause] 
Shelley: Did the relatives? 
Mamie:Whathoney? 
Shelley: Do you have a religion? 
Mamie: I'm a Baptist. 
[pause] 
Shelley: Can you explain like how religion ties into your life? 
Mamie: What? 
Shelley: Religion ties into your life? 
Mamie: I can't, I just, can't understand what you mean. 
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Shelley: Religion, how it fits in daily life, your feelings about your religion, 
about being a Baptist? 
Mamie: Well, I belong to Baptist Church. 
Shelley: Have you always went to church? 
Mamie: Oh, yeah. I haven't going to church, since I been here, but I went to 
church when I was up going around. (Mamie resides at the Nursing and 
Rehabilitation Center in Huntington, WV) Yeah, I went to church alots. 
Shelley: Did you, were there a lot of accidents when you were farming? 
Mamie: Only time I had one (Laughing) in got burned when I was four years 
old. No, we all one pretty good on not having accidents. 
Shelley: How would you like describe your childhood like growing up with 
financial status? 
Mamie: What honey? 
Shelley: Like poverty? Like during your child life did you have money 
and/or did you struggle or ... ? 
Mamie: We didn't have too much money, I mean the only way we got 
money was in my father raised tobacco. We that's only the way we got 
money. Then I stayed out with people and made some money. They got 
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Mamie: sick or had a baby (Laugh). 
Shelley: Were you ever married? 
Mamie: Oh, I don't want to talk about that. (Laughing) You going to tape it, 
I don't want to talk about it. (Laughing) 
[pause] 
Shelley: Do you remember the Women's Movement? 
Mamie:Whathoney? 
Shelley: The Women's Movement? So you remember the Women's 
Movement? [pause] 
Mamie: No. [pause] 
Shelley: When you were growing up, did you hear of any legends or myths? 
Like legends about like ... [pause] Can you discuss like some activities you 
used to do when you were a child besides like farming, like for fun? 
Mamie: What hon? 
Shelley: For fun, what did you do for fun? When you were a child besides 
farming or did you do anything? 
Mamie: We all just gone out and had a good time playing. 
Shelley: did you have chances or...? 
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Mamie: No, my daddy wouldn't, didn't allow us to dance. (Laughing) 
Shelley: Why is that? 
Mamie: I mean dance we didn't dance. I wouldn't know the one step about 
dancing. No, we wasn't allowed to go to dances. 
[pause] 
Shelley: What did you do at the time? Did your mother did farming too or 
did she something other than or was the entire family involved in farming? 
Mamie: No, she just lived on the farm and then we farmed all, she didn't get 
out and work like you know she stayed to the house looked after the 
children and done work like that. 
Shelley: What did your other brothers and sisters do? Other sisters and 
brothers? 
Mamie: Well, they a [pause] I had one brother he a taught school about two 
years until they had to go to college and then he couldn't teach anymore. 
He had to go to college and he didn't get to go to college. And my other 
brothers worked on a farm till they got old enough and one of them worked 
at a C & 0 and the other one worked at the Nickel plant mine. My sisters 
they all just got married and kept their home. I mean kept they didn't work 
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Mamie: out. 
Shelley: So was it proper for a woman to marry a man and then to leave 
home? Was it proper for a woman to leave the home and then get married? 
Mamie: Do you mean they got married? Yeah. 
Shelley: Status quo of women that there they suppose to get married and 
leave the home? Do you understand? (Laugh) 
Mamie: They went to housekeeping wen they got married. Went to there 
own home. 
Shelley: So that was like what that your parents would said for most the 
women in the family that to just get married and go have ... 
Mamie: When they got married they all went to go have them a home. 
[pause] 
Shelley: Was it? And what was the man's duty when they was to leave the 
home? Was it just farm? 
Mamie: What honey? 
Shelley: Men suppose to find work after they left home? 
Mamie: You mean what kind of work? What kind of work did there 
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husbands done? Well, one of them worked at C & 0 jobs in a, my other 
Mamie: brother in law, one of them, let me see where did they work at? I 
don't know where they all worked at. One of them worked in the mines. 
One just worked public work. 
[pause] 
Shelley: So you weren't familiar with any kind of coal-mining? Do you ... ? 
Mamie: I worked at_(?)_ Marina, I don't know what the name of it, now up 
Fifth A venue. And I then worked at, went the laundry after '63 and I 
worked at laundry until I was 70 years old. I worked hard all my life. But 
I'm still living. (Laugh) 
[pause] 
Shelley: Well, how would you describe West Virginia? 
Mamie:Whathon? 
Shelley: Can you describe West Virginia? 
Mamie: Yes, sure I' 11 go out other states and I come back on in West 
Virginia, I was tickled to death. I wouldn't live in no where else, only West 
Virginia. I love West Virginia, old hills better than anywhere. I said all 
these places having clubs and everywhere I said these hills, it might, tumble 
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over on us but I enjoy um. I love West Virginia. 
Shelley: Do you know anything about Mountaintop Removal? 
Mamie: Know about what? 
Shelley: Mountaintop removal. 
Mamie: No, I don't. 
Shelley: Do you guys used to travel up in the mountains, like your family? 
Or did you ever do that? Like hike? Did you go hike in the mountains? 
Mamie: Go hiking in the mountains? Oh, we use to go out in the, when I 
was a young kid, we all went in the mountains and picked mountain tea. 
And do you know what mountain tea is? (Laugh) It's a just a little on a 
bush, I call it a bush, but it ain ' t its about four or five leaves on it and we go 
back into the woods. We used to go get tea back in the woods. Yeah, I like 
to go in the woods. 
[pause] 
Shelley: Can you describe like your social relationships with other people? 
Mamie: Do how now? 
Shelley: Like women and men. Do you feel more comfortable with women 
or men or do you see no difference? Like relationships with women and 
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men, do you see any difference? Or I mean is there like any difference or do 
Mamie: you feel more comfortable with a certain sex. Do you mean a, I 
love um, you mean a company? Oh, I love company, I love when I was a 
kid we had a all kinds of company. Get out and play and everything, oh 
yeah, I loved company and I din' go to school until I'd been in eight grade. 
See there was no way for us to get to the High School, about six miles from 
our home. We didn't have no way to go to have no buses or nothing. So I 
went to eight grade. 
Shelley: Can you describe? 
Mamie: Now I had a sister taught school, she went to Marshall, but when 
she, well, when she was growing up she went to Milton to High School. 
She stayed with her uncle down there and that's where she went to school, 
then she went to Marshall and she was a school teacher. I had lots of school 
teachers in my family. Had a sister and brother and niece and two to three 
nieces and uncles and aunts and all kinds of school teachers. 
Shelley: Whenever you went to school in the eighth grade, did you see ... was 
it only whites? What was it only whites, did the whites and blacks have 
different schools? 
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Mamie: Now how was that? 
Shelley: You went to school during segregation in, during the eighth grade 
was your school segregated? Black and white. 
Mamie: I still can't understand what you mean. 
Shelley: When you went to school in the eighth grade was it only whites like 
the country? That went to your school, like when you got an opportunity to 
go to school on the bus. 
Mamie: We walk to school. 
Shelley: When you had an opportunity to walk to school was it only whites, 
Caucasians? 
Marnie: We went, back when I was going to school they just had about six 
months of school and so we walked to school, we didn't live too far from 
th~ school house. We walked to school. 
Shelley: So was there different races? Like did you see race, different races 
within your town or was it mostly white people, Caucasians? Do you 
understand like race, blacks, whites? 
Marnie: No, there wasn't no lacks in my, where we lived in the country. 
There wasn't any in there country. 
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Shelley: So were you, see discrimination from white people? Did you see 
Shelley: other like feelings about a different race? 
Mamie: No, I didn't. 
Shelley: Did your family, were they like introduced to different races? Did 
you ever see different races? Like at all during your. .. (lnterruption by 
Mamie) 
Mamie: No, I had a pretty good life. I worked, but I had a good life. I 
enjoyed it. Everybody want to know what I have, what did you do to live so 
long? I say, I worked and then I went home, but I got my dinner over with I 
went to bed got up the next morning and went to work. I didn't get out in, 
we didn't get out and do like the girls does and boys does now, have a big 
time. 
Shelley: Do you have anything you would like to discuss? Like anything 
you would like to talk about? Do you have anything you would like to talk 
about just to talk about? 
Mamie: No, I don't know nothing else to talk about. 
Shelley: Did you ever learn how to drive? 
Mamie: No, I didn't drive. I couldn't swim you know where we lived on, 
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right on a river bank, but we didn't bother the river. 
[pause] 
Shelley: Did you have grandchildren? 
Mamie: Don't have no children. 
[pause] 
Shelley: So you never saw any prejudice, anything during your life. 
Mamie: What? 
Shelley: Any prejudice, discrimination or did you in your childhood? 
Mamie: No, now we had telephones when we was in the country that was 
one thing we had. We had two telephones they call one #1 and one #6. We 
enjoyed the telephone, that's one thing we had in the country. And we burnt 
wood and we had oil lamps. Still in the years we had gas, I mean gas in the 
drilled gas lines and automobiles. We didn't...[pause] but we didn't have no 
electric. [pause] We had a good life. 
End of Interview 
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